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PREFACE. 



Tun Convocation address** of the Bombay and Madras 
Universities are so valuable in themselves and are the 
productions of such eminent men, that no words of mine 
are needed to commend them to the cordial acceptance of 
the public. They furnish an authentic history of the com- 
mencement and progress of Higher Education in the Pre- 
sidencies of Bombay and Madras. In them are found an 
admirable exposition of liberal education and its marvel- 
lous effects ; authoritative declarations on the policy of the 
Government towards Collegiate education, and oa the 
status, the privilege* and responsibilities of the alumni of 
tie Universities. But. the inter**! which they possess is 
u.it merely academical. There i! hardly any subject of 
practical importance which they fail to traverse. On the 
supreme necessity of the education and elevation of Indian 
women, “ the insatiable iiosaou ” for foreign travel that 
ought to animato the educated youths of the country, 
the willing homage that niust«be paid to rules of sanitation, 
flu methods calculated to increase the material prosperity 
uf the country, and a variety of equally weighty sub- 
jects, the accompanying pages contain the mature opinions 
of many ol' the beat thinkers of the present and lire pre- 
ceding generation. The addresses therefore deserve a 
permanent place iu Indiau literature, in u form convenient 
for ready rofcrouoo and within the easy reach of all. If 
the publication of a moral text-book is st ill exercising 
tho mind of the Government of India, n judicious selec- 
tion from the addresses would well serve the purpose. 
Above all, the addresses set forth in an excellent manner 
tlio objects with which England in her nr. rivalled genero- 
sity and far-seeing statesmanship founded the Indian 
Universities and die idea! which they desire their aittmin 
to always keep in view. 




The princely benefactions of the oitixeos of Bombay 
deserve the highest commendation and may probably, if 
widely known m t!ii> Presidency, create a similar spirit 
among the wealthy of iny countrymen. 

I hove bid to omit three nddreseos of the Madras 
University, those delivered in 1S5S, IS65 nnd-1867, the 
first and the last aa I could not secure copies of them, and 
the seonnd agreeably to the resolution of the Senate tint 
the publication of it was not in keeping with the gcuoral 
policy of :he University in such matters. 

To facilitate reference. I have given marginal head- 
ings arid an index to each of the parts. 

I regrot sanction was not given to me t" publish tin 
AddreiSH*.- *»f the ''buuceUore aud the Vice-Chancellors 
ol the Calcutta University- 

In conclusion, I he^oter.der my tbunks.to the Regis- 
trar of the Madras ant) Bombay Universities for the per- 
mission they accorded to me, to Messrs. S. R. Bliandnrkar, 
Assistant Registrar of the Bombay University, nod Din- 
aba vv EtUiijr .0 M'Hcha, of Bomlmy, for tlip aid they ren- 
dered tin* in procuring copies of the Bombay addressCK, 
and *i> Mr. K. ^ a’-uinjoii, C.a., for revising with un; the 
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FIRST CONVOCATION. 

Bt Ura Bxcsllrnct Sm H. B. E. Proas.) 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen of the Senate,— I am 
sure it u a subject- of very fiincere regret to the 
&*** Senate and to every ooo hero presont that this 
meeting could ncC be provided over by tho great 
statesman who lias lately left those shores: to one whose heart 
was so full of sympathy with everything connected with tho 
welfare of India — who loved Iudi* with a large and generous 
heart as Sir Goorgo Clork did; tho present would have been an 
occasion of no ordinary interest, ftnfc while I rogret he is not 
here among 05 to-day, I cannot but feel grateful to Mr. Vice* 
Chancellor, for the arrangement* he so considerately made, 
which have otmbled mu to bo present. 

I cannot help going back in memory to the occasion shortly 
after my arrival in thU country, whon I met 
Mcwrs. Bell and Ilcnderaon, who had then just 
landed, the two first of the highly educated teachers 
who were selected by Mr. Elphinetone to commence his great 
system for the education of the youth of thi 9 presidency. I 
recollect, too, when Dr. Harknese, your preoeut Beau of the 
Faculty Arte, arrived hero with Professor Orlobar in lfcSo, 
as thi* first Professor of the then infant College. Looking to 
the grea: difficulties with which they bad to contend, I thiuk 
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\xv cannot but besurpriwl at the rapid growth of the educational 
system in this presidency. 

I find that ;he first charter of this University was granted 
on the 18th July 1857. It was a time of darkness 
£ U - V / discouragement, when all of us were thinking 
Shjf* L , ° * much more of immediate measures uf material 
defence than of the more peaceful subject* con- 
nected with education. It ha* always seemed to me one of tho 
almost sublime characteristics of that period, that when we 
were all ntworbed in measures relating vmiinly to the immediate 
defence and security of the country, men were found who made 
time to calmly and ScliecmUdy carry out the measures connected 
with the grant of a charter to an infant University. 

I find that in 1859 the first Matricnlati<xi cxaraiuiiicn was held, 
when 132 candidates presented themselves. Of 
T** 1 !”* J! 4 these only 22 passed. Thu cause of eo small a pro- 
1SS M portion succeeding will bo fresh in the recollection 
of all who took an interest in the University at that 
period. It wik* found that a great number of the candidates who 
would have been well qualified for admission if judged simply by 
the progress they hud mudo in those bran chon of learning which 
wer* to bo the subjects of their University studies, were yet 
deficient in a complete and &cholar-like knowledge of their own 
mother tonguo. 1 for one, while regretting the disappointment 
entailed on many an anxious aud xealoim student, cannot regret 
tho deoiaion at which tho oxamincra of that period arrived, that 
a knowledge of the student's own vernacular language should 
bo required as indispensable in any one who applies for admission 
to tins University. It is, I am convinced, cue jjrcot security 
for the future prosperity an well utility of tho University. 

Of the 22 students matriculated in 1859, 15 presented 
themselves in 18dl as candidates for the Firut 
Examination in £rU: of whom 7 pamd; and six of 
theso 7 presented themselves at the fiual exami- 
nation for the Bachelor of Arts degree in the present year. Of 
these 4 passed, two iu the First Division and two iu the Second. 

It is a circumstance worthy of uoie, aud highly creditable 
to the successful candidates, that they hare all 
MmfTnf Art? intimated their intention of going up to the exami- 
nation for tho Master of Arte degree. 

In all tl*s old European Universities 1 believe tbs Degree 
of Mi.ater of .Art.' is conferred without examination on (^i.Lclor* 
ot a certain standing ; but it is not so in this L’nirermy. Hero 
the degree of Master of Arts is only granted alter au exaiuiuitiou 
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of n very high standard, similar lo that required for hmonruin 
< her i 'nivcrsitK*. ami it is rnneh to t he credit of these young 
men that they should voluntarily oSer themselves to undergo 
Mich on ordeal. I Mould only oiler ihcin this one word of advice, 
that "hey should not attempt to crn;p thair academical honours 
liy hurrying through their studies tor the examination. Tho 
honour they will attain is substantial and permanent, and well 
worthy o! being 1 sought by patient and laborious study. 

What I have .'aid relates solely lo the graduates in Arts. 

As regards the graduates iu Medicine, I find many 
Mcdkfcw! "* circumstances of peculiar interest. Thi* ir the 
first time that the Grant Medical College ha* 
surrendered its privilege of coofctring diplomas to the Uni ver- 
ity, and that the College duly of texting the attainment* of the 
students has merged in tho examination for a University degree. 
1 would big llie successful candidates to hear ir. mind tho 
greater responsibilities a* well as the higher honours which 
devolve on them by this change. They go forth to the world with 
tie stamp, not of a school, bnt of a University; while they will 
find their abilities and industry tasked to the utmost to maintain 
die reputation of tho school of Medicine in which they hare 
Icon educated, and which b.asta among its professors and 
irradnutes some gentlemen member* of this Senate, who are 
second to note in their noble profession in professional reputa- 
tion and scientific attainment. 1 trust that the young licen- 
tiates will not rest content with fhe lowest degree, but will aspire 
to the higher degree of Doctor, which can only be attained by 
laborious practical as well as theoretical study, and which wiil 

C itly cooler on theta the highest honours the University can 
slow. 

While I cannot bnt congratulate the .Senate on tho great 
and rapid progress which the University has 
.••v^unolrT' •Irmdy made. I would Yen tore to remind every one 
■•}. ^ ■ connected with it that we shall imve a luvrd struggle 

to maintain a generous rivalry with the sister Universities of 
the other Presidencies. At au e lamination which took placo 
shortly before I loft Calcutta I was informed that nearly 1,100 
candidates had presented themsdvc- at the examination for 
matriculation, and the greatest enthnsUsro appears to prevail 
on tho subject of University education in Calcutta. The range 
of University studies there, too, is much wider than it U boro, 
lean <m!v hope that we may here make np iu depth for whnt 
is wanting in expanse, and that when the time arrives for 
comparison, we may be found inferior io no L Diversity ia India in 
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thorough Rcliolaiship in all show branches which we prefer u> 
twk. And I would venture to express a hone that no attempt 
will bo made to lower tlie University standard in any respect. 

And, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, while congraUiUtaig; the Senate 
on the successful result o: this first examination for 
Dn H»rh4ft University Degree*, I aui sure I only speak th© 
sentiments of ©very member of tho IJnivarsity procant 2:1 offering 
the tribute of tho warm thanks of tho Senate to the highly 
respected Dean cf the Faculty of Arts. Dr. Darkness, who i 3 so 
shortly to leave us. As the first professor in Elphinatone College, 
it mail bo a Bource of sincere and hrartfelt plooiraro to him to 
witness a *e*na like this before us. He watched over the cradle 
of the University in its infancy ; and now before he finally 
returns to the country where HU own academical honour* were 
gained, he has been permitted to see this University established 
in its maturity, and promising, I trust, to take ltd pine© amongst 
the great Universities of the British Empire. 

I would, in conclusion, «ay a few words to yon who have 
this day graduated, and are about to nuir this 
University for the active pursuicsof life. I would 
beg of you to recollect that you are nu longer 
pupils of an j Single school, but gr.iduntc* of a University. 
Vnui standard must henceforth be, not that of yonr masters, or 
even of the Government to whose service some of von may devote 
yourselves, but of the whole educated world. Vou have tho 
character of this University to foaintain. Wherever the studies 
of this Univereity aro known and appreciated,' you have to 
establish ira reputation, mid 1 tru.<t yon will help to remove 
from the learned men of India tho common reproach that we 
»r© now compelled to seek professors? in every brunch of learn- 
ing, oven in the aucient classical languages ofyouruvu country, 
oa tho hanks of the ithinc or the Seine, the Iais or thi> Forth. 

But wlr.in I trust that nt- ruuy henceforward look for pro- 
found scholars among the ed neared Hindoos and 
TVwlojfct-ot Parsees, 1 trust that one of your great objects will 
UtOTnuT? a ** r always be to enrich your own vernacular litem tor* 
with the learning which ypa acquire in this Univer- 
sity. Remember, I pray yon, that what is hare taught i* a sacred 
trust confided to you for the benefit of your nnmtryinen. The 
learning which can here be imparted to a few hundred*, or at 
mo.'* to a few thousand*, of scholars, must by you bo mado 
available through your o*u vernacular tongue* to th© uiauy 
millions of Hindr-o*rmi The great majority of your countrymen 
can only leant thpjugh the language which is (augho them at 
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thoir mother'* knee, and it must bo through such language 
mainly chat you can impart to them all llmi yon would coromuni- 
cate or European learning and science. 

Remember, too, that not only the character of the Univer- 
sity, but the character of your whole people, is to 
J%£r a great extent in yonr hands. You have two 
classes of objectors to moot. Oo« is to bo found 
chiefly among Europeans, not, I trust* among those who have 
lived long in this country, but still so common among those 
who are not practically familiar with your coantrjmeu, n* to 
deserve your carnes; exertions to remove iU They wilt tell you 
that the oriental intelleot i* worn out; that it may pobBOfis great* 
capacity to receive and retain knowledge, but that it lias no 
power to analyse or combine ; that it is no longer capable of 
producing tho90 results of a high order of intellect, of which 
your ancient lilmituro contain*- sucu abuud&nt CTidfiDCC. I trust 
that no one connected with the Snnuto of fbi* University, or 
who is really able to judge what native intellect is now capable 
of, will endorse this opinion ; but yet you wcil know it is widely 
prcvulcnt, and it rem with you to disprove it. 

Again, you will find among members of vourown communities 
a widespread and deep-rooted conviction tfj.it an education sncli 
as you have received, tends to sap tlm foundation of social moral- 
ity, that it tenda to innko you prefumptcoue and self- sufficient 
despisers of parental and all other authority. 

The conduct which will be tbe best snwer to both classes 
of objectors in shadowed forth in a anperslition 
almost univm^ly prevalent in the wild moun- 
tains of Germany and Scandinavia a « well as in 
every nation in the East. The legend runs of a magic mirror in 
which trtiy bo imaged all things ot the visible or invisible world, 
hut the secret* which aro there rsN*calcd arc not visible to every 
enquirer ; they are not to be seen by the seer himself, they are 
only visible to the eyes of a simple teachable innoceut child. It 
always seem 0:1 to rue that this old and prevalent superstition 
shadowed forth a great truth applicable to knowledge of every 
kind : you will find it taught- by the* philosophers of Greece, of 
Persia, and of China — in your own Shast era as well ai by the 
example of ell the great intellects of Modern Europe. It. is 
thii — that if you would seek the knowledge cf Newton or 
Bacon, or hope to wield the intellect uni weapons of Locke, you 
moat learn in lfc*ir spirit, lowly and reverently wirh a pure n* 
well as with a bumble and teachable heart. Remember the 





